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If you are looking for comics 
and books, jewellery and 
watches, food and wine, 
perhaps the HKCEC is the 
place that you should stop by. 
HKCEC is the venue at which 
all these exhibitions are located, 
welcoming visitors from all over 
the world. It is also where you 
can find banquets and dining 
service, at its seven restaurants, 
banquet halls and food kiosks. 
There was even a significant 
triumph for HML’s F&B team 
at the five-day prestigious Art 
Basel Hong Kong 2018, in which 
over 63,000 food items were 
served for 80,000 visitors. The 
management of HML regards 
sustainable development as 
an important part of corporate 
governance and thus reducing 
food waste has always been 
their target. In fiscal year 2017-
18, the HKCEC’s in-house food 

waste decomposer recycled over 
35,700 kg of food waste into 
3,310 kg of fertiliser. However, a 
single decomposer cannot handle 
such a huge amount of food 
waste. HML, therefore, became 
the first batch of corporations to 
transport food waste to Organic 
Resources Recovery Centre 
(ORRC) at Siu Ho Wan. 

The ORRC at Siu Ho Wan 
has begun operation since 

2018. Two years earlier than 
the commencement of ORRC 
in August 2016, HML, as a 
registered corporation to donate 
food waste, has already started 
implementing food waste 
separation at its staff canteen, 
providing staff training in order 
to facilitate the subsequent 
collection of food waste. The 
staff canteen usually serves 
600 – 800 diners daily and may 
even serve over 1,000 diners at 
times of large-scale exhibition 
events. Therefore, two food 
waste sorting stations are in 

 Featuring a soaring seabird rooftop, the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre 
(HKCEC) is one of the landmarks sitting along the Victoria Harbour. It is a venue 
renowned for large-scale international conventions and exhibitions, welcoming over 
8 million guests every year. In particular, it outperforms for its large-scale banquets. 
In the fiscal year of 2017-18, the number of diners at the HKCEC has even climbed 
beyond 2.3 million. Despite this massive number of guests, HML did not stop 
throughout the years but continues to enhance their Food Wise initiatives. The latest 
move is to implement food waste separation in all banquets and transport the sorted 
food waste to the Government’s new Organic Resources Recovery Centre for further 
treatment.
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place to facilitate food waste 
collection when diners leave the 
canteen. Furthermore, diners 
may take rice, soup and salad 

by themselves according 
to their own need to prevent 
wastage. 

After implementing food 
waste sorting internally in staff 
canteen, HML further extends 
the initiative to banquets. 205 
banquets were selected as a 
pilot scheme in the fiscal year 
of 2017 – 18. Mabel Hung, HML 
Director of Communications and 
Sustainability, said, “there are 
a lot of challenges to overcome 
before food waste can be 
effectively reused. For instance, 
the level of hygiene, which food 
items can be recycled, what 
cannot be left with the food 
waste, etc. We provide training 

to staff so that they can adapt to 
the rules and procedures before 
gradually increasing the number 
of participating banquets. And 
now, food waste separation 
can be implemented in nearly 
all banquets.” “As the society is 
more aware of saving food and 
our corporation is concerned 
about environmental protection, 
our colleagues are willing to go 
the extra mile and separate food 
waste from banquets. There are 
even opinions to increase the 
volume for treatment. In other 
words, the food saving culture 
is widely accepted across the 
whole corporation.”

HML supports not only food 
waste collection, but also food 
donation and waste reduction 
at source. Starting from 2011, 
HML has been cooperating with 
Food Angel and has donated 
16,390 kg of food to people in 
need. Most of the donated food 
come from the unconsumed 
food from banquets with consent 

from clients. According to Hung, 
many clients are proactive about 
food donation. In 2018, 30% of 
banquets have contributed to 
the food donation initiative. After 
coordinating with clients, emcees 
of banquets will encourage 
guests to request less food if they 
consider that the food served is 
enough. This can help preserve 
the unconsumed food for food 
donation. However, it is of course 
more ideal if organisers could 
accurately estimate the volume 
of food needed or if guests could 
consume all the food. Neither 
food donation nor food waste 
separation will then be needed. 
Waste reduction at source can 
thus be achieved. 

HML is keen to spread the 
message of food saving and 
educate the society to reduce 
food waste. In 2018, the 
corporation has organised 
a poster design competition 
for students in Wan Chai to 
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enhance such awareness in the 
community. Food saving by all 
people is not achieved in a day. 
Whenever there is a request from 
client to arrange food separation 
or food donation, HML will strive 
to facilitate and work together for 
a greener environment.
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Disclaimer: This article contains information 
contributed by others over whom.  The 
Government expressly states that it has 
not approved or endorsed the information 
provided by others in this article. 

The Government reserves the right to omit, 
suspend or edit all information compiled 
in this article at any time in its absolute 
discretion without giving any reason or prior 
notice.  Readers are responsible for making 
their own assessment of all information 
contained in this article and are advised 
to verify such information before making 
any reference.  The Government will not be 
liable for any errors in, omissions from, or 
misstatements or misrepresentations (whether 
express or implied) concerning any such 
information, and will not have or accept any 
liability, obligation or responsibility whatsoever 
for any loss, destruction or damage (including 
without limitation consequential loss, 
destruction or damage) however arising 
from or in respect of any use or misuse of or 
reliance on the information provided in this 
article.
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