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DBS Bank (Hong Kong) Limited (DBS) manages their businesses in a balanced and responsible way 
for achieving sustainability.  Their underlying philosophy for sustainability includes responsible 
banking, responsible business practices and creating impact beyond banking.  “Towards Zero 
Food Waste” has been one of their principal themes in sustainability. 
 
They have set up the DBS Foundation Social Enterprise Grant 
Programme to support social enterprises (SE) in scaling their 
businesses and creating a positive impact.  Two of the Hong Kong 
social enterprises’ – Eco-Greenergy & GreenPrice, have been 
granted with the funding.  With an aim to accomplishing food 
waste reduction, Eco-Greenergy collects coffee grounds and 
upcycles into soap, coasters and flower pots, etc.; while 
GreenPrice promotes and sells safe and edible food which are 
close to or has passed the “Best Before” date below market price.  
Moreover, DBS has also sponsored Foodlink Foundation to 
purchase an additional food collection van and its operation cost 
since 2020, so that more surplus food can be collected from 
hotels and restaurants and redistributed to vulnerable groups 
just in time. From the beginning of this sponsorship until now, 
the food van has helped redistribute more than 102 tonnes of 
surplus food.  
 
“To further support social enterprises on food waste reduction, 
we have entrusted Eco-Greenergy to collect coffee grounds from 
our offices, of which about 7 tonnes have been collected since 
2019.  We have also hoped to motivate our customers to do the 
same, for example, we encourage customers to shop in the social 
enterprises supporting food waste reduction by offering 
discounts to them.    
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Volunteer activities have been arranged periodically with food banks and other related NGOs to raise the 
environmental awareness of our employees, as well as to give needy in the society a helping hand”, says Mr. 
Kosby Fu, Vice President of Group Strategic Marketing & Communication. 
 
DBS has  organised various events and programmes regularly to 
raise the environmental awareness of their employees.  They have 
recently created an online game for staff to raise the awareness on 
food waste reduction.  Questions on food waste generation and 
reduction have been set for the game and social enterprise’s cash 
coupons were given out as incentives.  Other than that, 
environmental tips will also be disseminated internally via multiple 
channels, including  their eDM, intranet and regular town hall 
meetings. Relevant contents of sustainable development have been uploaded onto the company website for 
public access in the meantime.   
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DBS has collaborated with Taikoo Place and a social enterprise Rooftop Republic, to set up an urban farm at 
the 300-metre-tall rooftop of One Island East and promote food waste reduction. Kosby adds “We have placed 
a food waste collection bin in DBS’ office in One Island East to collect food waste from our colleagues.  After 
processing, the food waste will become compost at the rooftop farm for planting various kinds of vegetables 
and herbs to promote the idea of “Close the Loop”.  The harvested vegetables will be donated to food banks 
for helping people in need.  
 

 
 
 
To exert positive influences to the society, DBS launched the “Be A Real Foodie” 
campaign on social media in 2021, inviting celebrity and social KOLs to promote 
zero food waste through a short video, and encouraged viewers to treasure food 
by taking part in a fun and engaging activation.  The viewers can also invite their 
friends to join afterwards.  DBS would then make subsequent donations to Food 
Angel for challenges completed.  

  
 

 
“We hope to give back to the communities in which we operate by supporting social enterprises in their green 
businesses, and expand the positive impact DBS can bring to the world.  We also hope to inspire our 
employees, customers and the general public to change their daily behaviors to avoid creating food waste, in 
order to reduce carbon emission produced by food waste from the landfill, and create values on sustainability 
and environment protection in the long term”, says Kosby. 
 
 
Disclaimer: This article contains information contributed by others over whom. The Government expressly states that it has not approved or 
endorsed the information provided by others in this article.  
 
The Government reserves the right to omit, suspend or edit all information compiled in this article at any time in its absolute discretion without 
giving any reason or prior notice. Readers are responsible for making their own assessment of all information contained in this article and are 
advised to verify such information before making any reference. The Government will not be liable for any errors in, omissions from, or 
misstatements or misrepresentations (whether express or implied) concerning any such information, and will not have or accept any liability, 
obligation or responsibility whatsoever for any loss, destruction or damage (including without limitation consequential loss, destruction or 
damage) however arising from or in respect of any use or misuse of or reliance on the information provided in this article. 

 


